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THE POWER of local environmental groups
was well to the fore at last monthÕs Transition
Groups Together event, hosted by Transition
Town Exmouth. Held at the Glenorchy Church
Hall in Exeter Road, the event provided an
opportunity to hear the positive steps that
have been taken throughout East Devon to
combat climate change and to embrace a
carbon-neutral future. And, in a very practical
demonstration of recycling, participants were
given the opportunity to swap their unwanted
Christmas gifts.

EXMOUTH
ROCKS!
ARENÕT YOU PROUD to live in a town
where the Town Clerk is happy to wear a
silly hat in aid of a good cause? Last
month Exmouth musicians got together at
the Pavilion for a Haiti Benefit Concert
that raised over £4,000 in aid. Full story
inside.

Around 40 local residents Ð including representatives from Transition groups in Sidmouth, Ottery,
Seaton, Exeter and Teignmouth Ð braved the ice and snow to attend the meeting, the first of its
kind for TTE. There was a positive and friendly atmosphere as participants shared their
experiences of setting up a Transition Town group.
  It soon became clear that simple ideas are often winners for East DevonÕs blossoming
Transition Town movement. In Sidmouth a cafŽ and community food market has proved so
successful that itÕs now looking to expand, while green transport rallies in Seaton have also been
a big hit. Exeter members were pleased with their car-park levy scheme and the creation of a
local food shop in the city centre. And a reusable shopping bag scheme and a Local Food Guide
had been significant developments in Exmouth.
  Later, over tea and homemade cakes, participants discussed climate change and how
Transition Towns in East Devon might share skills and experience in order to work together
towards local resilience and a carbon-neutral future.

TRANSITION TOWNS TOGETHER



HAITI BENEFIT

GROUP NEWS
Strong visual images of the disasterÕs impact
reinforced MartinÕs heartfelt message that the
best thing that advantaged countries can do is
to cancel the huge debt that Haiti owes to the
First World and to let the Haitian people
themselves rebuild their own country.
  The grand finale saw all the performers back
on stage as Malcolm Horton led them in singing
Bob MarleyÕs No Woman, No Cry Ð just as he
did at the first Exe Aid concert 25 years ago. As
members of the audience sang and danced
along, it was moving to reflect that, a quarter of
a century on, ExmouthÕs determination to make
a difference remains undiminished.

FarmersÕ Market
TTE WILL be launching regular seed swaps
at the FarmersÕ Market, which this month is
moving to a new home Ð the Estuary Car
Park on Imperial Road. See Diary for details.

Please send any pictures, news items or
diary entries for the March issue to:

delia@themyrtlehouse.plus.com by 20
February

ANYONE IN DOUBT of ExmouthÕs community spirit and potential for resilience will have been
heartened by the success of the Haiti Benefit Concert held at the Exmouth Pavilion on Friday 22
January. In a rapid response to the terrible events in Haiti, ExmouthÕs musicians came together to
stage an evening of musical magic that raised over £4,000 Ð every penny of which will go directly
to the Disasters Emergency Committee.
  Organized by Jeff Lewis and Martin John Nicholls of the Exmouth Shanty Men, the event was
pulled together in just six days. ÔThe musicians and performers have given their time, talent and
commitment to this show,Õ said Martin. ÔThis money will buy life-saving survival packs and fund the
sustainable rebuilding of the country and her fragile communities.
  ÔI work for Christian Aid, and our team in Haiti suffered terribly themselves when our offices were
completely destroyed, along with 97% of all the buildings in that area of the capital, Port au Prince.
Despite personal injuries and family losses, the team has immediately coordinated its networks on
the ground and invested the initial sum of £100,000 in water, shelter, medical care and food for the
hundreds of thousands of injured survivors Ð within hours of the disaster striking.
  ÔHaiti is the poorest country in the Americas, with more than 70% of her population living under
the poverty line. Her people have been slowly rebuilding their lives having been hit by three
hurricanes in quick succession two years ago. Many thousands had nothing before the earthquake
struck; now they have been stripped of their hope, too. My colleagues tell me that many survivors
are left kneeling in the rubble, praying for help that they don't believe will come. Anything we can
do to help them is so important.Õ
  It was an ambitious bill Ð eight acts, varying from the authentic 19th-century sea shanties of the
Exmouth Shanty Men to the classic rock of Crush UK Ð but it worked splendidly, with spirited
performances, swift changeovers, and good sound. As was only to be expected, TTE was well
represented: the Workshy Rabbits featured our own Recycling King, Tim Mann, appearing
alongside Exmouth Festival organizer Chris Wood and singer Lara Conley, while TTE Press
Officer Paul Strange manned the mighty Hammond at the helm of the Paul Strange Quartet.

Putting the fun into fundraising: (from left) Chicken Slacks; Workshy Rabbits, starring Chris Wood’s
new halrcut; Paul Strange Quartet; Malcolm Horton leads the assembled cast for the finale.



EVENTS

BEYOND COPENHAGEN:
THE OUTCOME Ð WHAT NEXT?
THE EXETER Branch of the United Nations
Association will be hosting a conference on
climate change and the role of the UN in Exeter
on Saturday 20 February. Topics under
discussion will include the outcome of the
Copenhagen summit, the science and politics of
climate change, the understanding and
promotion on behaviour change for
sustainability, and the UNÕs role in world affairs,
including climate change. The speakers will be
Exeter UniversityÕs Dr Duncan Russel and Dr
Stuart Barr, and Jeff Ridley of the Met Office.
Admission is free (but please book in advance)
and all interested people are welcome to attend.
See Diary for details or contact Noel Harrower:
n.harrower@btinternet.com.

FOOD AND DRINK DEVON
OVER 40 local food and drink producers will be
at the fifth Food & Drink Devon Festival to be
held in partnership with the National
Trust at Buckland Abbey near Yelverton, on
Wednesday 17 February, from 10.30am-
4.30pm.
  Admission is free, and visitors will be able to
taste, test or buy a wide variety of delicious
local produce, including cheeses, chutneys,
jams and preserves, homemade breads, cakes,
pastries and chocolates. Also on offer are beef,
pork, lamb and venison, superb homemade
sausages, organic burgers, pates and pies.
And, to round off, fruit cordials, apple juices,
ciders, wine and beer.
  Held during the half-term holiday, the Festival
will cater for all the family, with cookery
demonstrations by top local chefs, face
painting, entertainment for children, and free
access to the AbbeyÕs grounds and trails.
  For more information, contact Robin Deitch,
Food & Drink Devon Network Coordinator on
07817 043588 or email
robin@lovetheflavour.co.uk 

HOME TRUTHS
SIDMOUTH VISION GROUP will be hosting a
screening of Yann Arthus-BertrandÕs film Home
on Friday 26 February. The evening will also
include presentations and discussions on
energy issues. See Diary for details or contact
Rita: rehedley@btinternet.com.

MONEY FOR WATTS
WANT TO go green and make a profit?
With a new energy feed-in tariff due in
April, thereÕs no better time to install solar
electric panels or small wind turbines and
start generating your own power, as a
presentation to Exmouth residents will
explain.
  As part of a national commitment to
renewable energy schemes, the domestic
energy feed-in tariff (FiT) comes on line
soon. As with the rest of Europe, the UK
will offer attractive financial incentives to
those who generate electricity from
renewable energy resources.

 So what are the implications of the new
tariff for consumers? What does the
Government hope to achieve from it? And
how can you capitalize from it? Jonathan
Davis Ð a professional energy consultant
and member of Transition Town
ExmouthÕs Energy Group Ð will have the
answers when he hosts an informal and
informative presentation about solar
energy Ð and the new tariff Ð at ECCÕs
Telfer Centre on Monday 22 January.
  ÔIt will be an interesting evening that will
explain FiT to the uninitiated,Õ says
Jonathan. ÔAs the landscape of domestic
renewable energy installations changes,
so new opportunities and incentives arise.
The new tariff could offer a better return on
your investment than a savings account,
with guaranteed payments for 25 years for
all the electricity you generate Ð even if
you use it yourself! Even a modest
domestic installation will turn a significant
profit over the life of the scheme. We will
also take a look at the groundbreaking
solar heat tariff proposed for next year. So
come along and find out what you could be
doing, how you could start it and why
doing nothing will become increasingly
expensive.Õ See Diary for details.
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Monday 1
TTE UMBRELLA MEETING 7.30pm, Town Hall. For more information call Pete on 01395 224605.

Fridays 5, 12, 19 and 26
EXMOUTH COUNTRY MARKET 8.30-11.15am, Wesley Hall, Tower Street.

Wednesday 10
EXMOUTH FARMERSÕ MARKET 9.00am-1.30pm, Imperial Road Car Park. Contact David:
twobrocks@talktalk.net, 01395 260119.

Monday 15
FOOD, INC. Screening of the hard-hitting US food documentary at Exeter Picturehouse, tel. 0871
7042057, email exeter@picturehouses.co.uk

Saturday 20
SIDMOUTH COMMUNITY MARKET 10.30am, St John!s Hall, Sidmouth. Details: 07973 137592

BEYOND COPENHAGEN Climate change conference hosted by Exeter United Nations Association.
1.30-5.30pm, JuryÕs Inn, Western Way, Exeter. Free, but please book in advance. Details from Noel:
n.harrower@btinternet.com

Sunday 21
XCYCLE BIKE RIDE  Meet Exmouth swimming pool 2.30pm. Contact Elinor for details:
elinorscott@phonecoop.coop.

Monday 22
MONEY FOR WATTS? RENEWABLE ENERGY AND THE NEW FEED-IN TARIFF EXPLAINED
Talk by professional energy consultant and TTE member Jonathan Davis. 7.30-9.30pm, Telfer Suite,
Exmouth Community College (Gipsy Lane site). £3 includes refreshments. All proceeds to TTE.

Friday 26
HOME Film showing presented by Sidmouth Vision Group. 7.00pm, All Saints' Hall, All Saints' Road,
Sidmouth. Details from Rita: rehedley@btinternet.com.

TRANSITION TOWN EXMOUTH
www.transitiontownexmouth.co.uk

To build ExmouthÕs local resilience and independence from fossil fuels, and to reduce its
carbon emissions by a process of energy descent

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF TRANSITION TOWN EXMOUTH

NameÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..

AddressÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.PostcodeÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

TelephoneÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..EmailÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..

I support the stated aims of Transition Town Exmouth and hereby apply for membership.

SignedÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉDateÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.

There is no fee, but donations are welcome. Please make cheques payable to Transition Town Exmouth.

Please return completed form to TTE, c/o 231A Exeter Road, Exmouth EX8 3ED


